
   

 1 

CURRICULUM VITAE 
 
Elizabeth R. Gavis 
Department of Molecular Biology 
Princeton University 
Princeton, NJ 08544 

 
TEL (609) 258-3857 
gavis@princeton.edu 
https://scholar.princeton.edu/gavislab/home 
 
EDUCATION 
1982  B.S., Dept. of Biology, Yale University 
1990  Ph.D., Dept. of Biochemistry, Stanford University Medical Center 
1990  M.D., Stanford University Medical School 

 
RESEARCH AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE  
1978–1980 Undergraduate Summer Fellowship, Carnegie Institute of Washington, Dept. of 

Embryology, Laboratory of Dr. Steven L. McKnight 
1981 Summer Research Assistant, Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, 

Laboratory of Dr. Gary S. Hayward 
1981–1982 Senior Thesis Research, Department of Biology, Yale University, Laboratory of Dr. 

Joseph G. Gall 
1982–1990 Medical Scientist Training Program, Dept. of Biochemistry, Stanford University 
 Medical Center, Laboratory of Dr. David S. Hogness 
1990–1994  Post-doctoral Fellow, Whitehead Institute, Laboratory of Dr. Ruth Lehman  
1994–2001 Assistant Professor, Dept. of Molecular Biology, Princeton University 
2001–2008 Associate Professor, Dept. of Molecular Biology, Princeton University 
2006–2007 Sabbatical, Laboratory of Dr. Andrea Brand, Cambridge University, UK 
2008–present Professor, Dept. of Molecular Biology, Princeton University 
2011–2022 Associate Faculty, Princeton Neuroscience Institute 
2014–present Director of Undergraduate Studies, Department of Molecular Biology 
2022–present Associate Faculty, Quantitative and Computational Biology, Princeton University 
 
 
AWARDS AND HONORS  
1982 Edgar J. Boell Biology Prize (Senior Thesis Research), Yale University  
1982 Summa cum laude, Yale University  
1982 Phi Beta Kappa, Yale University  
1982–1989 Medical Scientist Training Program Trainee, Stanford University  
1990–1993 Postdoctoral Fellow, Jane Coffin Childs Memorial Fund for Cancer Research  
1993–1994 Postdoctoral Associate, Howard Hughes Medical Institute 
1995–1999 NSF Early Career Development Award  
1997–2000 Beckman Young Investigator Award 
2006–2007 Clare Hall Visiting Fellow, Cambridge UK 
2007–present Clare Hall Life Member, Cambridge UK 
2009 Larry Sandler Memorial Award for best Drosophila Ph.D. thesis to T. Weil 
2011–2012 President, The North American Drosophila Board of Directors 
2014 Department of Molecular Biology Innovation Award 
2016 Damon B. Pfeiffer Endowed Professorship in the Life Sciences 
2020 President's Award for Distinguished Teaching 
2021 Dean for Research Innovation Award for New Ideas in the Natural Sciences 
 
 
SOCIETIES 
American Society for Cell Biology 



   

 2 

American Society for Developmental Biology 
Genetics Society of America 
 
SERVICE 
 
Departmental 
1995 Planning Committee for new Cellular Biochemistry course 
1995–1996  Media Committee 
1996  Chair, Departmental Seminar Series 
1996  Faculty Advisor, "RNA Today" Symposium (Graduate Program-sponsored 

 symposium) 
1996–1997  Special Opportunities Job Search Committee 
1997, 1998  Departmental Retreat Co-chair 
2002–2005  Undergraduate Committee 
2002–2011  Princeton Director, Princeton/RWJMS/UMDNJ (Joint) MD/PhD Program 
2003  Committee on Tenure and Retention 
2003–2011 Admissions Committee, Joint MD/PhD Program  
2004–2005 Departmental Representative, Seniors 
2006–2011 Steering Committee, Joint M.D./Ph.D. Program 
 Academic Affairs Committee, Joint M.D./Ph.D.  Program 
 Curriculum Committee, Joint MD/PhD Program 
2010–present Departmental Graduate Curriculum Committee 
2010–2011 Developmental Biology Search Committee 
2011–2012 Chair, Developmental Biology Search Committee 
2012–present Advisory Committee, Princeton/RWJMS/UMDNJ MD/PhD Program 
2012–2018 Faculty Supervisor, Confocal Microscopy Facility 
2013–present Chair, Undergraduate Curriculum Committee 
2014–present Director of Undergraduate Studies 
2014–present Executive Committee 
2015–2016 Chair, Cellular Dynamics and Development faculty search 
2016–2017 Development and Cell Biology faculty search committee 
2018–present Faculty Supervisor, Drosophila Media Facility 
 
 
University 
1997 Panel participant, Women in Science and Engineering Panel for incoming 
 Freshman 
2000–2004 Freshman/Sophomore Adviser, Mathey College 
2001–2006 Radiation Safety Committee 
2003 Princeton University Freshman Parents Day panel participant 
2003–2004 President's Task Force on Health and Well-Being 
2005–2006  Committee on Postdoctoral Research Staff 
2005–2007  Fellow, Rockefeller College 
2006 Childcare Working Group 
2007–2015 Chair, Radiation Safety Committee 
2007–present Fellow, Whitman College 
2007–2008 UHS Executive Director Search Committee 
2008–2010 Healthier Princeton Advisory Board 
2008 Panelist, "Many Faces of Science" 
2010 Committee on Postdoctoral Appointments 
2011–present Student Health Plan Advisory Board 
2012–2013 Dean of Faculty Online Course Committee  
2012–2015 Campus Recreation Committee 
2013 Women in Science Colloquium, Keynote Speaker 
2015–2016 President's Task Force on General Education 



   

 3 

2017–present Curriculum Committee, Center for Statistics and Machine Learning 
2017–present HPA Committee on the Health Professions 
2018–2021 Faculty Committee on the Course of Study 
2019  Selection Committee for President’s Award for Distinguished Teaching  
2019–2022 President's Advisory Committee on Architecture 
2020–2021 Faculty Advisory Committee on Diversity 
2022 CST Women in STEM Panel participant 
2023 Alumni-Faculty Forum (Princeton Reunions 2023), Moderator 
2023 Reviewer, 2023 Dean for Research Innovation Fund for New Ideas in the Natural 
 Sciences 
 
 
Extramural 
1996–2002 American Society for Cell Biology Education Committee, Graduate Education 
 Subcommittee 
9/99 Panelist, Career Day Program, Roland Park Country School 
2000 American Society for Cell Biology Program Committee 
2001 Consultant, New York State Board of Education 
2001–2003 Temporary member, NIH Genetics Study Section 
2002–2009 Faculty of 1000  
2004 NSF Animal Developmental Mechanisms Review Panel 
2006 Riverside Elementary School Science Day Participant 
2007 Ph.D. Viva Examiner, Gurdon Institute, Cambridge University 
2007 External Ph.D. Thesis Examiner, University of Toronto 
2007 External Ph.D. Thesis Examiner, Skirball Institute, NYU Medical School 
2007–2010 Mid-Atlantic Representative, The North American Drosophila Board 
2009–2010 Hunter College HHMI Faculty Development Program Mentor 
2010–2011 Mentor, The College of New Jersey Advancement Program (NSF-funded) 
2010–2011 President-elect, The North American Drosophila Board 
2010–2013 Mid-Atlantic Representative, Society of Developmental Biology Board of 
 Directors 
2011–2012 President, The North American Drosophila Board 
2011 External reviewer, Harvard MCO Graduate Program 
2011 Ad Hoc reviewer, Endocrinology, Metabolism, Nutrition and Reproductive 
 Sciences review panel (NIH) 
2012 DEV2 Review panel temporary member (NIH) 
2012–2014 Chair, Drosophila Board Communications Committee 
2013–2015 Genetics Society of America Communications Committee 
2014–2018 Organizing Committee, EMBO Crete Drosophila Conference 
2016 Ad hoc member, NIGMS Council 
2018 Intramural site visit team member, NCI Laboratory of Cellular and Molecular 
 Biology 
2022–present LSRF Peer Review Committee 
 
 
Other (Current) 
 
Associate Editor, G3: Genes, Genomes, Genetics 
Editorial Boards: RNA Biology, Current Opinion in Genetics & Development  
Reviewer: Nature journals, Science journals, Cell journals, Curr. Biol., Development, Dev. Biol., 
EMBO Journals, PNAS, PLoS, RNA, Genetics, Mech. Dev., Dev. Dynam., ELife 
Ad hoc reviewer: NIH, NSF 
 



   

 4 

 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
1. McKnight, S.L. and Gavis, E.R. (1980) Expression of the herpes thymidine kinase gene in 

Xenopus laevis oocytes: an assay for the study of deletion mutants constructed in vitro.  
Nucleic Acids Research 8, 5931–5940.   

2. McKnight, S.L., Gavis, E.R., Kingsbury, R., and Axel, R. (1981) Analysis of transcriptional 
regulatory signals of the HSV thymidine kinase gene: identification of an upstream control 
region. Cell 25, 385–398. 

3. Hayward, G.S., Reyes, G.R., Gavis, E.R., and McKnight, S.L. (1981) Identification, cloning 
and sequencing of the herpes simplex virus thymidine kinase genes. In Herpesvirus DNA: 
Recent Studies on the Internal Organization and Replication of the Viral Genome.  (ed. V. 
Becker) Amsterdam: Martinus Nijoff Publishers.  

4. Reyes, G.R., Gavis, E.R., Buchan, A., Raj, N.B.K., Hayward, G.S., and Pitha, P.M. (1982) 
Expression of human ß-interferon cDNA under the control of a thymidine kinase promoter from 
herpes simplex virus. Nature 297, 598–601. 

5. Jamrich, M., Mahon, K.A., Gavis, E.R., and Gall, J.G. (1984) Histone RNA in amphibian 
oocytes visualized by in situ hybridization to methacrylate-embedded tissue sections. EMBO 
Journal 9, 1939–1943. 

6. Hogness, D.S., Lipshitz, H.D., Beachy, P.A., Peattie, D.A., Saint, R.B., Goldschmidt-Clermont, 
M., Harte, P.J., Gavis, E.R., and Helfand, S.L. (1985) Regulation and products of the Ubx 
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Drosophila hnRNP F/H homolog, is an ovarian repressor of nanos translation. Developmental 
Cell 10, 291-301. 
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39.  Kalifa, Y., Armenti, S.T., and Gavis, E.R. (2009) Glorund interactions in the regulation of 
gurken and oskar mRNAs. Developmental Biology 326, 68-74. PMCID: PMC2839899 

40.   Menon, K., Andrews, S., Murthy, M., Gavis, E.R. and Zinn, K. (2009) The translational 
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42. Weil, T.T., Xanthakis, D., Parton, R., Dobbie, I., Rabouille, C., Gavis, E.R.*, and Davis, I.  
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75.    Peng, Y. and Gavis, E.R. (2022) The Drosophila hnRNP F/H homolog Glorund recruits 
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